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as that of the female is the winter dress of both sexes. The 
plumage of the sexes is similar in all Cormorants. This bird 
is quite as abundant at Napier and in the Firth of the Thames 
as in any part of the South Island. 


APTERYX MANTELLI. 

This bird is not so scarce in the North Island as Dr. Buller 
imagines. In 1866 I heard it at the Waikato coal-mines ; 
and a few months previously a surveying party killed five at 
Taupiri, on the opposite side of the river. The natives also 
told me that it was common on the Piako ranges. In 1868 
I heard of four being killed at Howick, and two in the Wai- 
takerei ranges, both places being within a few miles of Auck- 
land; and I have on several occasions had eggs brought me 
from Pirongia. 


Wellington, New Zealand. 
20th June, 1878. 


V.—WNotes on the Ornithology of the Gold Coast. 
By Hersert Taytor Ussuer, C.M.G., C.M.Z.S., &e. 


(Plate II.) 


Tur following rough notes have been put together at the 
request of my friend Mr. Sharpe, who has described in this 
Journal the collections made by me during my residence in 
Fantee. I am induced to offer them to the readers of ‘The 
Ibis’ as a supplement to his papers; and as so little is known 
respecting the economy of West-African birds, I trust they 
may uot be devoid of interest. The nomenclature employed 
is that of Mr. Sharpe’s papers in this Journal, or of his cata- 
logue of African birds, Dr. Hartlaub’s well-known work being 
quoted where the birds are not referred to in the above-men- 
tioned lists. 


l. NEOPHRON PILEATUS (Burch.): Hartl. Orn. Westafr. 
p. 1. 
Very plentiful on the Gold Coast, especially in and about 
large towns and villages, where it is the common scavenger, 
# Ibis, 1869, pp. 186, 381; 1870, pp. 52, 470; 1872, p. 66. 
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and is much protected by the natives on account of its utility 
in removing carrion &c. It is in consequence rarely mo- 
lested and is very tame, stalking about houses and kitchens 
and picking up the offal. It possesses prodigious capacity 
of scent, and it appears to possess an instinct leading it to an- 
ticipate prey. On the occasion of the fight with the natives 
in June 1870, on the river Volta, I observed these birds col- 
lecting and settling in large numbers about the scene of con- 
flict; and although the town of Daffo doubtless contained 
considerable numbers before the action, I noticed a great 
many coming from long distances and at great heights. On 
the next day they could be seen half a dozen together perched 
on the same corpse, making their hideous meal, and doubtless 
for days afterwards. 


2. GYPOHIERAX ANGOLENSIS (Gm.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 72. 

Very common on lagoons and rivers on the Gold Coast and 
other parts of Western Africa. Itis usually observed on some 
` commanding stand or point of vantage overlooking the water, 
not unfrequently with its wings outspread, as if drying them 
in the sun (resembling in this respect the ordinary Carrion- 
Vulture of the Gold Coast, Neophron pileatus). 

Its flight is slow and heavy, and its habits mostly solitary, 
although I have noticed several following in the wake of a 
steamer in company with Milvus parasiticus, and disputing 
with the latter any refuse thrown overboard from the vessel. 
I have also seen this bird stoop at living prey. Having come 
across the haunt of a leopard in the vicinity of Lagos, I tied 
up a small kid in the middle of the bush and stationed my- 
self in ambush at a small distance from the animal, in the 
hope of attracting the leopard. In a short time the kid 
showed signs of uneasiness and fear, and with a tremendous 
rush and swoop a large bird stooped at the little creature, 
twice as heavy as itself. I gave it the contents of one barrel 
of buck-shot and killed 1t, when to my surprise I found it to 
be a fine specimen of G. angolensis. 


e 
3. HeLOTARSUS CAUDATUS (Daud.): Hartl. p. 7. 
I have seen one specimen of this bird in confinement at 
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Accra; it was reported to have came from Croboe or Agua- 
pim, in the eastern districts of the Gold Coast; but I cannot 
say which of the two. The district of Aguapim consists of 
thick forest, and is mostly situated on a mountainous range 
running down to the sea, while the Croboe country is more 
diversified and contains considerable tracts of open plains. 


4, Spizartus CORONATUS (L.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, p. 387. 
I have received specimens of this fine Eagle from the in- 
terior, but am unacquainted with its habits. 


5. Minvus parasiticus (Daud.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 58. 

Very common on all parts of the west coast of Africa. It is 
to be found in considerable numbers on the Gold Coast; and 
very frequently several specimens may be observed in company 
with the flocks of Neophron pileatus, circling together with 
these high in the air and uttering a shrill pipe or whistle. It 
is extremely destructive to young birds, especially chickens, 
and is not unfrequently killed by the hen in the act of car- 
rying off her young. 

6. Evanus CERULEUS (Desf.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 72. 

This Hawk appears to frequent low ground, such as the 
plains of Accra, sloping down towards the sea; and I have ob- 
served it there in considerable numbers. Its favourite time 
for hawking is in the evening towards sunset; and its move- 
ments are rapid and graceful. It generally flies at a few feet 
from the ground, and, from its colours and style of flight, 
might at times be mistaken for a Gull. 


7. Pernis apivorus (L.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 486. | 
A fine specimen of the Honey-Buzzard was brought by 
Aubinn from Denkera. 


8. Fatco CUVIERI, Sm.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 486. 

Only one specimen of this Falcon was obtained by me up 
the Volta. I observed one flying round the castle at Elmina 
‘on the evening of April 17th, 1872; it was far from timid, 
but I never saw it again. 


9. ACCIPITER ZONARIUS, Temm. : Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 59. 


I received this bird only from Aubinn, who collected it in 
Denkera. 
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10. Astur macrurus, Hartl.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 58, 
pl. in. 

I have received specimens of this beautiful Hawk from 
Denkera, but know nothing of its habits. 


11. AstuRINULA MONOGRAMMICA (Temm.): Finsch u. Hartl. 
Vog. Ostafr. p. 59. 

I observed this Falcon in considerable numbers on the 
Volta. It is a handsome, bold bird, and is said by the natives 
to be very destructive. 


12. PoLYBOROIDES TyPicus, Sm.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, p. 194. 

I have only received this pretty Hawk from the interior, 
and am not acquainted with its habits. It does not appear 
to be common. 


13. Hunva tevcosticta (Hartl.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, 
p. 387. 

Not very uncommon on the Gold Coast. A fine specimen 
was brought me alive from Denkera. It did not thrive, 
however, and finally died. 


14, SYRNIUM NucHALE, Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 487. 

One adult specimen was brought me alive from Denkera 
by Aubinn; and in my last collection I brought home several 
young birds. 


15. SCOTOPELIA ussHERI, Sharpe, Ibis, 1871, p. 101, pl. xii. 
This fine Owl was brought to me from Denkera, where it 
was stated to be rather rare. 


16. Scorornis LONGICAUDUS (V.): Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 2. 

Not unfrequently found along the roads in Fantee. I take 
the present opportunity of observing that the specimens named 
by Mr. Sharpe Caprimulgus fossii (Ibis, 1872, p. 66) are really 
referable to the present species, which greatly resembles C. 
fossit when the tail is imperfectly developed, as was the case 
with the ones I shot. 


17. CypsELus AFFINIS, Gray: Sharpe, l. c. p. 2. 
One of the commonest Swifts on the Gold Coast; in 
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all the towus and villages, especially in the larger ones, it 
may be observed flying about houses and large buildings, 
whence the nests may be seen depending in great numbers. 
The castle of St. George d’ Elmina is in many parts covered 
with these nests; and the birds are so familiar as to fly about 
the rooms and galleries with the utmost confidence. In the 
open they are generally associated with Hirundo puellaand Cyp- 
selus parvus, but the present species usually by far outnumbers 
the others. Their flight is rapid and graceful, but not so 
sharp as that of the English Swift (C. apus). They occa- 
sionally soar in large flocks to a great height, but more fre- 
quently hawk at a moderate distance above the ground. I 
am not aware of the exact number of eggs always laid by 
them; but the nests I had brought to me contained only a 
couple. 


18. CYPSELUS parvus, Licht.: Sharpe, l. c. p. 2. 

These Swifts are plentiful in the vicinity of Cape Coast and 
Accra. On Connor’s Hill, near the former town, they are 
always to be observed in considerable numbers in company 
with other Swifts and Swallows, such as C. affinis, and at 
certain seasons of the year with Hirundo puella and H. rustica. 
This species appears to be fond of frequenting one or two 
Fan Palm-trees on Connor’s Hill; and I have not observed it 
to settle on houses, although it makes its appearance in and 
about the town. It flies with great rapidity, and is.very quick 
and eccentric im its movements. i 


19. CHÆTURA USSHERI, Sharpe, l. c. p. 2. 

This Swift was first observed by Captain Haynes and my- 
self in Fort Victoria, a small fort in the vicinity of Cape 
Coast, whither we had gone one evening to try and kill an. 
Hyæna, several of which had been reported in the neighbour- 
hood. Whilst we were sitting at night in the solitary little 
room of the fort or redoubt, four of these Swifts flew in, and 
we were fortunate enough to secure them all. This happened 
in July 1870; and I never again observed the bird until the 
month of May in the year following, when an officer of the 
detachment stationed in the Castle shot one up there one after- 
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noon. The birds captured by Captain Haynes and myself 
had their nests inside the room; but these contained neither 
eggs nor young birds. 


20. MEROPS ALBICOLLIS, V.: Sharpe, l.c. p. 3. 

Exceedingly common in every part of Fantee and the Gold 
Coast. It can always be observed in the vicinity of Cape 
Coast, especially about bush-paths and hollow roads towards 
evening, when it may occasionally be seen to collect in large 
numbers, hawking after insects and occasionally resting on 
bushes or low branches of large trees. I have never seen this 
Bee-eater alone, and should consider it decidedly gregarious, 
It. has no especial peculiarity in its habits to distinguish it. 


21. Merors MALIBMICUS, Shaw: Sharpe, l. e. p. 3. 
I have received two specimens of this bird from Aubinn, 
but I do not consider it a common bird in Fantee. 


22. Merors pusitius (Mull.): Sharpe, p. 4. 

Tolerably common on the plains of Accra, where it is 
certainly gregarious, as I have never met with solitary 
specimens. 


23. MEROPISCUS GULARIS (Shaw): Sharpe, p. 4. 

This very beautiful little Bee-eater is tolerably common in 
Fantee, and is occasionally seen in company with M. albi- 
collis; but whereas the latter species keeps very low, affect- 
ing small bushes or the lower branches of trees, the present 
bird invariably selects the highest vantage point it can find, 
a naked branch in preference to a leafy one, from which it 
makes occasional sallies after its prey. I have never observed 
more than three or four together, whereas M. albicollis is 
sometimes met with in very large numbers at atime. The 
vicinity of water appears to be selected by M. gularis in pre- 
ference to any other situation. 


24, EURYSTOMUS AFER (Lath.): Sharpe, p. 5. 

This bird, unlike its congener, E. gularis, is usually obser- 
vable only on the plains of Accra and in the eastern districts 
of the Gold Coast. It is generally found in pairs, and in full 
plumage presents a handsome appearance. Its habits appear 
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to be similar to those of the Rollers in general. It is not so 
shy as Æ. gularis, and perhaps not so common. 


25. EURYSTOMUS GULARIS (V.): Sharpe, p. 5. 

In the breaks and clearings of the Fantee forests, in corn- 
fields, and in sweet-potato patches, the Blue-throated Roller 
is generally a prominent object. Perched in solitude upon a 
naked twig, in the centre of a clear space, if possible, he will 
sit for hours, only quitting his post for an imstant to capture 
some passing prey. His movements at times resemble those 
of a Hawk, as he will occasionally remain suspended in the 
air for a short period, hovering about from one bush to 
another, but invariably returning to his original post after a 
time. He is by no means so handsome a bird as Æ. afer, 
and is much more difficult of approach. He is generally alone, 
whereas E. afer appear to be usually in pairs. 


26. CUERYLE RUDIS (L.): Sharpe, p. 6. 

This widely distributed species 1s very common in Fantee 
and pn the Gold Coast generally. Wherever there is water, 
fresh or salt, this mdustrous bird may be seen hovering at a 
short distance above the water and making occasional rapid 
dashes on its prey. I have frequently watched a pair from 
Government House at Accra, hawking over the surf, and pick- 
ing up waifs and strays brought in by the rollers, or now and 
then pouncing on an unwary fish. In the river Volta they 
literally swarm, flying in batches out of the bushes as they 
become startled. Although not apparently gregarious, they 
are generally in such large quantities (in suitable localities) 
as to produce the impression of a small flock. I have occa- 
sionally, but rarely, met with a straggler at some distance 
from water; but, as a rule, they are not seen far from a river 
or pond of some kind. | 


A 


27. CERYLE MAXIMA (Pall.): Sharpe, p. 6. 
This bird is met with on most of the rivers of the Gold 
Coast, and, indeed, of the Guinea coast generally, nearly al- 
ways in pairs. Their movements are very rapid for so heavy 
a bird. I have never seen them far from water, indeed 
never away from the overhanging bushes of the river-bank, 
SER. I1I.— VOL. IV. E 
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except on one occasion, when I shot one near the mouth of 
a creek among the rocks on the sea-shore. They will fight 
if only wounded, and can strike hard with their powerful 
bills. I have noticed that in old specimens the bills become 
blunted and not unfrequently damaged. 


28. CoRYTHORNIS CYANOSTIGMA (Riipp.): Sharpe, p. 6. 
Very common on the Gold Coast, in the vicinity of water, 
but occasionally met with in forest-land. 


29. ISPIDINA picta (Bodd.): Sharpe, p. 7. 

This pretty Kingfisher is common on the Gold Coast, and 
may be seen everywhere busily flitting about, both near 
water and in the forests. He is especially fond of frequent- 
ing low palms, where he doubtless finds some favourite food, 
and where he occasionally flits like a small jewel across the 
gloom, emitting at the same time a curious little cry. This 
species was common on the Volta. 


30. ISPIDINA LEUCoGASTRA (Fras.): Sharpe, p. 7. 

Rare upon the Gold Coast. I have, however, received a 
few specimens from Aubinn, who procured them in the in- 
terior, but did not tell me the exact locality. 


31. Haxcyon BADIA, Verr.: Sharpe, p. 7. 

A very rare bird on the Gold Coast. I have seen only 
two specimens, collected in Denkera by Aubinn, of which one 
was immature. Its habits appear to be identical with those 
of the other insect-eating King-fishers; and it is evidently 
not a water-species. 


32. Hatcyon DRYAS, Sharpe, p. 7. 

These Kingfishers are pretty commonly distributed over the 
wooded districts of Fantee, their favourite habitat being 
rather thick jungles or dense palm-forests, where I have been 
frequently startled by their chattering cry and bright colours 
as they flew across. They have no objection to damp jungle 
or bush, but do not appear to show any particular predilec- 
tion for the vicinity of water. I shot several kinds of King- 
fishers, however, up the Volta near the river itself; but they 
did not appear to hawk over the water, but generally affected 
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dry ground, perching on a stick or dead bough, and occa- 
sionally sallying forth at any passing prey. 


33. Buceros atratus, Temm.: Sharpe, p. 8. 

This bird has only reached me from Denkera, whence it 
was brought by Aubinn. I have never seen them in confine- 
ment or otherwise; and they seem to be somewhat rarer than 
B. elatus. Doubtless the two species assimilate in habits. 


34. Bucuros CYLINDRICUS, Temm.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, , 
p. 67. i 

This is apparently the rarest of the Hornbills in Fantee, 
and I have only succeeded in obtaining a single specimen. 


35. BUCEROS FISTULATOR, Cass.: Sharpe, p. 8. 
Not rare in Fantee, where it is sometimes seen in flocks. 


36. Buczros ELATUS, Temm.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 67. 

Three specimens were brought by Aubinn from Denkera, 
a male and two females. Of their habits personally I know 
nothing; I had, however, the opportunity of observing two 
females in confinement in a small garden at Cape Coast. 
They appear very sluggish in their disposition, and will readily 
accept food of all kinds, which they swallow apparently entire, 
remaining motionless as before on their perch. When on the 
ground they progress with difficulty, in awkward and ungainly 
hops ; on trees, however, they appear to be more active. From 
what the natives tell me, they are looked upon as useful 
scavengers; and one species, which I suspect to be Bucorar 
abyssinicus, is considered fetish, or sacred, by the inhabitants 
of the Accra districts, doubtless from his habit of destroying 
noxious reptiles. The bare skin on the front of the neck and 
throat is light blue-grey in the living bird. 


37. IRRISOR CASTANEICEPS, Sharpe, Ibis, 1871, p. 414. 

Mr. Sharpe described this species from a specimen which 
I sent him. It was brought to me by Aubinn from Denkera, 
where he informs me that it is very rare, being not nearly so 
plentiful as Z. bolei. 


38. Turacus cristatus (V.): Sharpe, p. 10. l 
This fine bird is distributed all over the Gold Coast. I 
l E? 
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never shot but one myself; and that was in the vicinity of 
Accra, when returning from shooting one evening. I have 
received it from Denkera and Assim, and it is by no means 
rare. It is said to be good food, and is eaten by the natives. 


39. MUSOPHAGA viotacea (Isert): Hartl. Orn. Westafr. 
p. 159. 

This magnificent Plantain-eater exists in all the forests of 
the Gold Coast, but is very rare and difficult to obtain. I 
have occasionally had them brought to mein confinement for 
sale; but they seem to pine, and do not take so kindly to cap- 
tivity as the commoner Green Touraco (Corythaiax persa). 
T once had a fine opportunity of shooting at a small flock of 
them, about eight in number, near Cape Coast, but, most un- 
fortunately, had only a small pea-rifle with me at the time, 
which was useless. From the above circumstance I am dis- 
posed to think that they are sociable, although perhaps not 
strictly gregarious. Their appearance in the forest is very 
fine, their gorgeous colouring contrasting powerfully with 
the-deep-toned monotonous green of the tropical vegetation. 


40. ŠCHIZORHIS AFRICANA (Lath.): Sharpe, p. 11. 

I have not observed this Plantain-eater in Fantee or the 
western portions of the Gold Coast; but in the open plains of 
Accra and the eastern Volta-district it seems to be very com- 
mon. In fact the sportsman or collector cannot fail to be 
attracted by it as it flies from bush to bush, though generally 
keeping at a respectful distance fromthe gun. As the natives 
assert that it is palatable food, and seem glad to obtain it, 
the bird has doubtless become more wary than most other 
birds. 


41. Cucutus CANORUS, L.: Sharpe, p. 12. 

The only specimen of the common Cuckoo obtained by me 
in Fantee was shot on the 2nd of November, 1870, on Con- 
nor’s Hill. 


42. CoccystEs GLANDARIUS (L.): Sharpe, p. 12. 
I have never observed this bird elsewhere than on Connor’s 
Hill, near Cape Coast. I have met with three specimens 
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there, one of which was killed by my friend Dr. Hinde, as 
mentioned by Mr. Sharpe in ‘The Ibis’ (/. c. 1870, p. 485); 
I shot another at the same place; but it fell into very thick 
stuff, and I was unable to find it. A, third example I started 
early one morning from a tamarind-tree on the slope of the 
hill; this bird winged its way in a north-westerly direction 
and did not return. 


43. CoccystEes CAFFER (Licht.): Sharpe, p. 13. 

I shot a specimen of this bird in March 1872, near Abro- 
bonko. He was busily flying from bush to bush across the 
road and was easy of approach. I have observed them not 
unfrequently near Cape-Coast Castle. 


44. Curysococcyx CLAASI (V.): Sharpe, p. 13. 

This species of Shining Cuckoo is exceedingly common. 
It cannot fail to be distinguished by its flight, in which all 
the African Cuckoos resemble each other very much. It is 
extremely fond of frequenting long grass and the vicinity of 
reeds, C. cupreus being more common in the neighbourhood 
of trees. There appears to be no difference in their habits. 


45. CHRYSOCOCCYX SMARAGDINEUS (Sw.): Sharpe, p. 13. 

The gorgeous tints of this shy bird entitle it to the foremost 
place among the many beautiful birds to be found in Fantee 
and the Gold Coast. Contrary to the habits of C. claasi and 
C. cupreus, he affects high trees, and generally keeps amongst 
the topmost branches, where he may occasionally be observed 
in the dense forests in company with the more sober-coloured 
female. Inever killed but one; and he fell from the summit 
of a high tree into the impenetrable jungle at its base, so that 
all attempts to recover him were vain. From the compara- 
tive scarcity and retirmg habits of the bird, little can be as- 
certained as to its mode of life; and the natives are too igno- 
rant to be trusted on such subjects. 


46. CENTROPUS SENEGALENSIS (L.): Sharpe, p.. 14. 

The traveller in the Fantee forests or the Accra plains can- 
not proceed far without coming across this familiar bird. Tt 
inhabits the low bushes, whence it is. constantly flushed, 
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uttering its peculiar cry, hoot-toot-toot, which has earned for 
it the name of “ Scotchman” among the white settlers. Al- 
though I have not seen any in captivity, I have little doubt 
that it could be easily domesticated. It is by no means shy, 
and is found almost everywhere, usually in pairs. During 
the breeding-season they can be heard uttering their loud and 
monotonous note for hours together. 


47, CUENTROPUS FRANCISCI, Bp.: Sharpe, p..13. 
One or two specimens collected by Aubinn in Denkera. 


48. CENTROPUS MONACHUS, Rüpp.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 68. 
_ Rather rare, but occasionally to be obtained, more especially 
in the vicinity of Accra. 


49. CrUTHMOCHARES ÆNEUS (V.): Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1873, 
p. 610. 

A common bird in Fantee; but I have never received spe- 
mens from Accra and the eastern districts, nor did I observe 
it on the Volta. Itis a very active bird; and by remaining 
quiet for a short time amongst the trees bordering the Sweet 
River at Abrobonko, the collector will be certain to observe 
them hopping from bough to bough. I have not been able 
to ascertain their habits or their food. 


50. TRicHOLEMA HIRSUTA (Sm.): Sharpe, p. 15. 

Common in most wooded portions of the Gold Coast. I 
have not met with it in the eastern districts, although it is 
probably to be obtained inthe forests of Aguapim, which join 
the wooded districts of Fantee. 


51. POGONORHYNCHUS VIEILLOTI (Leach): Sharpe, p. 15. 

I have myself only obtained a single specimen of this Bar- 
bet; and that I killed on Connor’s Hill at the same shot as 
a White-breasted Glossy Starling (Pholidauges leucogaster). 
They were both perched on a small tree in this very prolific 
locality, where I have obtained some of the best and rarest 
specimens in my collections. Aubinn assures me that it is 
not common in Fantee. 


52. POGONORHYNCHUS BIDENTATUS (Shaw): Sharpe, p. 15. 
I have already noticed this bird (Cf. Marshall, Monogr. 
Capit. pl. vi.) and its fondness for thorn-bushes. 
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53. XyLopucco SCOLOPACEA, Bp.: Sharpe, p. 15. 
A plentiful little bird, not differing in its habits from the 
other Barbets of the Gold Coast. 


54, XYLOBUCCO DUCHAILLUI, Cass.: Sharpe, p. 15. 

Found in the forests, especially on the palm-trees (Elais 
guineensis), of the nuts of which they are very fond. They 
are not numerous near Cape Coast; but this remark may ap- 
ply to many birds, probably driven away by the indiscriminate 
manner in which birds of every description are now destroyed 
by every semi-educated negro who can purchase a fowling- 
piece. 


55. BARBATULA ATROFLAVA (Blumenb.): Sharpe, 16. 
Appears to be a scarce bird in Fantee, the only specimens 
I have seen having been brought from Denkera. 


56. BARBATULA CHRYSOCOMA, Temm.: Sharpe, p. 16. 

Appears to be extremely rare on the Gold Coast, as during 
my long residence there I never saw but one specimen, which 
I obtained myself in a swamp near the Volta. 


57. GYMNOBUCCO CALVUS, Temm. : Sharpe, p. 16. 

Very common in gardens and cultivated patches near Cape 
Coast, where its harsh cry is frequently to be heard amongst 
the fruit-trees, to which it does some damage. 


58. TRACHYPHONUS GOFFINI, Schl.: Sharpe, p. 16. 
I have only received this Barbet from Denkera. 


59. CAMPETHERA NIVOSA (Sw.): Sharpe, p. 17. 
Tolerably common in the Fantee forests, especially near 
Abrobonko and in Denkera. 


60. CAMPETHERA CAROLI, Malh. : Sharpe, p. 17. 

Not uncommon near Cape-Coast Castle. One specimen 
was captured alive by a friend of mine in the mess-room of 
the castle; and subsequently another specimen was shot in one 
of the batteries overhanging the sea. I have also received it 
from Denkera. 


61. DENDROPICUS PYRRHOGASTER; (Malh.): Sharpe, p. 18. 


Frequently brought from Denkera, where it appears to be 
common. 
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62. Psirracus sENEGALUS, L.: Sharpe, p. 19. 

Common on the Volta and in the eastern districts generally. 
It is distinctly gregarious, although I have sometimes seen 
solitary specimens. It is ashy bird and not easy of approach. 


63. Psirracus ERYTHACUS, L.: Sharpe, p. 19. 

The finest specimens of the Grey Parrot are brought down 
from the distant forests of Akim in Fantee to the towns of 
Cape Coast and Accra, where they meet with a ready sale, 
and are purchased in considerable numbers at prices varying 
from half a dollar to one dollar a piece by the sailors in mer- 
chant-vessels and mail-steamers. This price only applies to 
wild birds (generally young ones), mature and accomplished 
_Parrots fetching large sums. I have seen them, whilst up 
the river Addo, near Lagos, crossing at sunset from their 
feeding-grounds to their roosting-places. They present the 
appearance of one continuous flock, passing at a great distance 
overhead, their screams and chattering being heard long after 
darkness has set in. They do terrible mischief to the maize- 
crops, as they waste much more than they consume. ‘They 
are occasionally eaten when young, and are considered not 
unpalatable food. 


64. AGAPORNIS PULLARIA (L.): Sharpe, p. 19. 

This little bird existed some years since in considerable 
numbers near Accra and Cape Coast, and might have been 
seen at any time in little flocks of from eight to ten in the 
bushes and low vegetation. Now, however, in consequence 
of the persecution it suffers for the sake of profit by sale to 
the mail-steamers, it is becoming scarcer in the vicinity of the 
settlements. 


65. Pirra ANGOLENSIS, V.: Sharpe, p. 20. 

The habits of this rather scarce species are difficult to trace. 
It frequents grassy and rocky jungle, and, I am informed, 
seldom rises on the wing. I never had an opportunity of 
seeing one clearly, although once I caught a_ glimpse of one 
as he ran into some thick stuff, with his head down, like a 
Quail. | 

They are invariably trapped by the natives; and I have had 
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to reject many specimens on account of their legs being badly 
broken and of their being otherwise disfigured by this mode 
of capture. The majority of specimens by me have come from 
Denkera. 


66. ALETHE MACULICAUDA, Hartl.: Sharpe, p. 20. 
This bird comes from the mterior: I have received from 
Aubinn both adult and young birds collected in Denkera. 


67. ILLADOPSIS GULARIS, Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 474. 
One or two specimens have reached me from Denkera. Of 
its habits I know nothing. 


68. Ixonorus GUTTATUS, Verr.: Sharpe, p. 28. 

Aubinn obtained a pair of these birds near the town o1 
Kazarako on the 4th and 5th of April, 1871. He gave me. 
the following note :—“ Native name Anoomah-yah. They 
are not common; and I could only shoot them as they came 
to feed upon a tree about a dozen at a time: they were ex- 
cecdingly watchful.” 


69. Pycnonorus BARBATUS (Desf.): Sharpe, p. 23. 

An extremely common bird, found everywhere. It has 
rather a pretty note, and is very tame. The natives esteem 
it for food. 


70. CossyPHA CYANOCAMPTER, Cab.: Sharpe, p. 25. 
From Denkera. 


71. CossypHa VERTICALIS, Hartl.: Sharpe, p. 26. 

This very graceful little bird forms a prominent object along 
the roads and paths of the Gold Coast, especially in bushy and 
rocky places. It is a sprightly bird, with a pretty plaintive 
note. It is almost always found on the ground, and seems to 
avoid perching on branches whenever it can do so. 


72. PRATINCOLA RUBETRA (L.): Sharpe, p. 27. 
I have noticed the Winchat in the vicinity of Accra in con- 
siderable numbers at certain seasons of the year. 


73. MELocICHLA MENTALIS (Fras.): Sharpe, p. 82. 
Frequents low bushes, in pairs, in the immediate vicinity of 
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Accra. I have not seen it m Fantee, though I was told by 
native collectors that it was not rare. 


74, STIPHRORNIS ERYTHROTHORAX (Temm.): Sharpe, p. 82. 
Only from Denkera. 


75. STrPHRORNIS BADICEPS (Fras.): Sharpe, p. 32. 

Not uncommon on the large trees near Abrobonko, and 
also met with in the interior of Fantee. It is a pretty, 
active little bird, living on seeds and berries, and is very 
nimble in its movements. It is frequently seen in company 
with Sunbirds and other birds, and is altogether a sociable 
little creature. 


76. CAMAROPTERA BREVICAUDATA (Riipp.): Sharpe, p. 33. 
Obtained by Aubinn on the Volta during the expedition of 
1870. 


77. NECTARINIA CYANOLAMA, Jard.: Sharpe, p. 37. 
Not very commonin Fantee; but it is found occasionally in 
the vicinity of Cape-Coast Castle. 


78. NECTARINIA REICHENBACHII, Hartl.: Sharpe, p. 37. 

I have never observed this curious little Sunbird elsewhere 
than on the river Volta, where I shot two specimens. They fre- 
quented low shrubs near the river-bank, and, I should fancy, 
were tolerably plentiful. The habits of most of these Sun- 
birds appear to be identical; and their flight and method of 
feeding offered nothing noteworthy to the collector. 


79. NECTARINIA VERTICALIS, Reich.: Sharpe, p. 87. 

This Sunbird is not very common. I have shot it in com- 
pany with N. cyanocephala. Occasionally skins have been 
brought from the interior; and there is no reason to doubt 
that its habitat extends over the whole of Fantee. 


80. NECTARINIA CYANOCEPHALA (Shaw): Sharpe, p. 87. 

Extremely common, especially in the vicinity of Cape Coast. 
I have already referred to this bird under the head of N. splen- 
dida, which it resembles very much in its habits. 


81. NECTARINIA ADELBERTI, Gery.: Sharpe, p. 37. 
This pretty Sunbird is not very common in Fantee, except 
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at certain seasons of the year, when it frequents the large 
flowering-trees of the forest in company with many other 
species. 


82. NECTARINIA SUPERBA, V.: Sharpe, p. 38. 

This species, although not so common as N. splendida and 
some other species, is not rare. Its habits appear to corre- 
. spond in every degree with those of the above-named bird, 
which it excels, if possible, in the beauty of its plumage. 


83. NECTARINIA JoHANN#, Verr.: Sharpe, p. 38. 

This beautiful Sunbird is of very rare occurrence on the 
Gold Coast, and I do not recollect having seen more than 
three specimens during a stay of many years. Those which 
1 obtained have been from the interior. 


84, NECTARINIA SPLENDIDA (Shaw): Sharpe, p. 38. 

This beautiful little bird is widely distributed on the Gold 
Coast. There are very few places where the active little crea- 
ture cannot be observed sitting on flowering-shrubs and suc- 
culent plants. He generally selects some middling-sized shrub 
or bush for his nest, and he appears exceedingly attentive to 
the female during incubation. 

At certain seasons of the year (about the months of De- 
cember and January) great numbers can be observed flitting 
over the huge tulip-shaped scarlet fiowers of a species of 
Bombax, which is of frequent occurrence in the open spaces 
of the forests of Fantee, the trees being at this time entirely 
denuded of foliage, so that the birds can easily be obtained by 
the collector, although in the upper branches they are almost 
invisible from their small size and quick movements. At this 
period they appear to associate freely with other birds; and 
from two trees in the neighbourhood of Cape Coast I have ob- 
tained specimens of N. splendida, N. superba, N. adelberti, N. 
chloropygta, N. subcollaris, N. cyanocephala, N. cyanolema, 
and N. cuprea, &c.&c. After each shot they mostly plunged 
down en masse into the low bushes, but returned almost im- 
mediately to their feeding-grounds. The beauty of the plu- 
mage of N. splendida and N. superba can only be understood 
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by those who have seen them while alive, or immediately after 
death, as the colours soon become dull.. 


85. NECTARINIA FULIGINOSA (Shaw): Sharpe, p. 39. 
Moderately common on the Gold Coast. Its habits seem 
to be identical with those of other Nectariniide. 


86. NECTARINIA CHLOROPYGIA, Jard.: Sharpe, p. 39. 
Widely distributed over the west coast of Africa, and very 
common on the Gold Coast. 


87. NECTARINIA CUPREA (Shaw): Sharpe, p. 40. 
Common all over the Gold Coast. 


88. NECTARINIA SUBCOLLARIS, Reich.: Sharpe, p. 4l. 
Very plentiful on the Gold Coast, and found almost every- 
where. 


89. PHOLIDORNIS RUSHI# (Cass.): Sharpe, p. 41. 

Two examples of this curious little bird were brought to 
me by Aubinn from the interior. Its habits are unknown 
tome. ` 


90. BuTALIS GRIsoLA (L.): Sharpe, p. 42. 

The English Flycatcher is migratory in Fantee. I shot 
one on Connors Hill near Cape Coast in February 1871, and 
observed other specimens at the same time. 


91. CASSINIA FINSCHI, Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 53, pl. i. 
I have recieved this from Denkera and from Accra. 


92. ARTOMYIAS USSHERI, Sharpe, Ibis, 1871, p. 416. 

First observed by me on the top of a high naked tree on 
the Sweet River, near Abrobonko, whence it appeared to be 
pursuing insects. It was alone; and I have never observed 
another specimen. 

It was shot for me by my friend Dr. Mosse, Staff Surgeon, 
and was obtained with some difficulty, as it fell into the water. 

Obtained on or about the 31st of January, 1871. 


93. Bras Musicus (V.): Sharpe, p. 43. 
From Denkera. 


= 94. SMrrHORNIS RUFOLATERALIS, Gray: Sharpe, p. 43. 
= Only from Denkera. ` 
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95. DIAPHOROPHYA CASTANEA (Fras.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1878, 
p. 172. 

Very common in certain parts of Fantee. It appears to 
like the close vicinity of houses, and Ihave also observed it 
along running streams, frequenting the trees overhanging the 
water. It is an active, bright little bird and reminded me 
of the common English Wren, in its restless movements. 
When excited the bright red wattles about the eye appear to 
become more erect. 


96. TERPSIPHONE NIGRICEPS, Temm.: Sharpe, p. 44. 

This pretty Flycatcher is exceedingly common upon the 
Gold Coast. It is an active, sprightly little bird, and quick 
in its movements. 

The sooty black colour of the head and dull tone of the 
bill in the preserved specimen by no means afford an idea of 
the brilliancy of its plumage in life. The head is then of a 
rich black with deep blue reflections in the light, the ae and ` 
bill being of a most delicate lilac. 

It is frequently to be obtained near Cape Coast. 


97. TERPSIPHONE ATROCHALYBEA (Thoms.): Sharpe, p. 44. 
Scarce. From Denkera. 3 


98. PSALIDOPROCNE HOLOMELMNA (Sund.): Sharpe, p. 45. 

This little Swallow is to be observed in considerable num- 
bers near Cape Coast, and along the roads towards evening, 
when they flit about after insects with inconceivable rapidity. 
A flock generally appears to select some large tree as a station 
or standing-point ; and thither each bird seems to return and 
rest after a successful foray on the insects. ` 

I have observed them also in considerable numbers in the 
morning, collecting in bare gravelly places, and lying on the 
ground enjoying the morning sun. After a little time they 
flit away, and during the extreme heat of the day appear to 
affect the forest or large trees in preference to open and ex- 
posed places. 


99. PSALIDOPROCNE NITENS, Cass.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, 
p. 70. L 
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Not uncommon in the morning on the gravelly slopes of 
Fort Victoria and the other eminences round Cape-Coast 
Castle, where it appears to bask in the sun, taking short flights 
among the surrounding bushes. It is gregarious. 


100. CoTvLE crncta (Bodd.): Sharpe, p. 45. 

I never met with this Martin but once, up the river Volta, 
where I shot it on a bough overhanging the water; but as 
great numbers of Swallows appeared skimming the surface. 
of the water, I do not doubt that C. cincta was among them. 

The specimen then collected was one of a pair. 


101. Hirunvo rustica, L.: Sharpe, p. 45. 

Specimens of this bird, not in complete plumage, have been 
shot by me on Connor’s Hill, near Cape Coast, about the 
months of February and March. I was unfortunately not at 
first aware of its identity with the common Swallow of Europe, 
or I would have noticed its movements more particularly. It 
appears to leave the coast about April, as I never observed any 
after the Ist of May. 


102. HIRUNDO LEUCOSOMA, Sw.; Sharpe, p. 46. 

Not very common in Fantee, although occasionally met 
with about the small native “ crooms,” or hamlets, in the in- 
terior. The last specimen I collected for Mr. Sharpe was one 
of a pair that had selected for their nidification the overhang- 
ing rafters of an empty room in a small country-house belong- 
ing to the Wesleyan Mission, where I happened to be staying. 
I have never seen them away from buildings; nor have I ob- 
served them in large towns. They are generally met with in 
pairs, and are graceful and attractive in appearance. They 
appear to show great solicitude for their young. 


103. Hirunpo SENEGALENSIS, L.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 71. 

This handsome Swallow has only been observed by me on 
the plains of Accra, in the eastern districts of the Gold Coast, 
I never saw it in the forest. 

They are generally to be found in small companies of eight 
or ten perched on the tops of high decayed or leafless trees, 
and occasionally leave their posts for food, uttering a peculiar 
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and pretty cry. Water-pools attract them much in this 
sparsely watered district. Their flight is powerful and grace- 
ful beyond that of other Swallows. 

The natives hold them in some veneration, and call them 
“ God’s children,” and appeared scandalized at my shooting ~ 
them, although they were satisfied when I explained the pur- 
pose for which I was collecting their skins, and that I was 
not impelled to do so from any wanton or inhumane motive. 


104. Hirunpo GORDONI, Jard.: Sharpe, p. 46. 

Tolerably common in the eastern or Accra-district of the 
Gold Coast, and now and then met with in the Fantee dis- 
tricts. This is a bold handsome bird, fond of building about 
houses, and much resembling H. rustica in its habits, especially 
in its low swooping flights over level open ground. It 1s fre- 
quently to be found basking in the open roads and rolling 
itself in the dust, or as the natives express it, “ washing itself.” 


105. Hirunpo PUELLA, Temm.: Sharpe p. 47. 

This, the prettiest of all the West-Atrican Swallows, is 
tolerably common in and about Cape Coast at certain seasons 
of the year. I did not observe it until February or March, 
but cannot positively assert that it is a regular migrant. A 
pair frequented the grounds of Government House at Cape 
Coast during the spring of 1871, building in a large stone 
arched tank at the far end of the lawn. They appeared, in 
common with many African species, to be fond of sitting on 
the grass or gravel in the early morning. I have generally 
observed them in pairs, sometimes singly, but never in flocks. 


106. Dryoscorus masor, Hartl.: Sharpe, p. 47. 

Commonly observed in the bushes about the settlements. 
It is a powerful bird for its size, and appears to be dreaded 
by other small birds. 


107. CHAUNONOTUS SABINEI (Gray): Sharpe, p. 48. ° 

Once very common near the settlements, but now not often 
to be seen. Its habits resemble those of Lanius smithi; but 
it is not so fond of open spaces as the latter, and keeps more 
to the thick forest. 
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108. Lantarrus BARBARUS (L.): Sharpe, p. 48. 

This Shrike appears to inhabit the whole range of the west 
coast, from Senegambia in the north to some distance below 
Lagos, where I have frequently shot it. 

It frequents low bushes, and is very active during the whole 
day in its pursuit of large insects, beetles, caterpillars, &c. 
It very probably attacks nestlings, but is too slow in its moye- 
ments to attempt full-grown birds. The male and female 
during the breeding-season may be frequently observed pur- 
suing each other over and among the low shrubs, uttering a 
short harsh cry. 


109. Laniarius HYPOPYRRHUS (Verr.): Sharpe, p. 49. 

This magnificent Shrike is not common upon the Gold 
Coast, and I have consequently obtained but few specimens. 
I have had a mutilated bird brought to me, which had been 
killed in the immediate vicinity of Cape Coast; but by far 
the greater number of specimens came from the Fantee forests, 
and were brought by Aubinn. 


110. LANIARIUS SULFUREIPECTUS (Less.): Sharpe, p. 49. 
From Denkera; occasionally from the vicinity of Cape 
Coast. 


111. LANIARIUS MULTICOLOR, Gray: Sharpe, p. 48. 
Tolerably common near Cape Coast, but more frequent in the 
interior. Their habits much resemble those of L. barbarus. 


112. Nicator CHLORIS (Val.): Sharpe, p. 49. 
From Denkera. 


113. Siemopus canicers, Temm.: Sharpe, p. 50. 
Received from Aubinn, who procured it in Denkera. 


114. Lanius smirut, Fras.: Sharpe, p. 50. 

Very numerous in Fantee and on the whole Gold Coast. 

It is fond of open places, and hawks after insects, commonly 
pérching on a bare branch or solitary shrub in an open posi- 
sition, from which it takes its flights. 

It has, unless I much mistake, a pretty bell-like note, which 
it utters from time to time, and which is responded to by the 
female. I have several times traced this pretty note to a bush 
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or shrub, and the only bird that I could discover was this 
little Shrike; and I fancy I am not in error as to its being 
the call to the female. 


115. Corvinetta corvina (Shaw): Sharpe, p. 51. 

I never but once met with this bird on the open plams in 
the neighbourhood of Accra; it was perched on a small tree 
in the open, and appeared to be preying on some large insects 
which were thickly scattered about the grass. 

I merely wounded it in my attempt to kill it; and I had 
great difficulty in finding the specimen, as it had crouched 
under a tuft of withered grass, much of its own colour. It 
made a desperate resistance when I attempted to handle it, 
and bit and scratched with great energy, screaming loudly 
and defiantly the while. The native who was with me said 
that it was not very common. 


116. Lanicterts xantHoRNITHOIDES, Less.: Sharpe, p. 52. 

This rather shy bird is to be obtained in most parts of 
Fantee. I never observed more than two together. 

I am much inclined to believe that the red-shouldered bird 
(L. pheniceus) is the immature or young bird of this species ; 
and the close resemblance of the females would tend to con- 
firm this supposition. 


117. CaAMPEPHAGA AZUREA, Cass.: Sharpe, p. 52. 
I never met with more than one example of this lovely bird, 
This specimen was collected in the interior by Aubinn. 


118. ORIOLUS BRacHYRHYNCHUS, SW.: Sharpe, p. 54, 
Appears common in the forests of the interior, whence 
several specimens have reached me through Aubinn. 


119. ORIOLUS NIGRIPENNIS, Verr.: Sharpe, p. 54, 
Inhabits the Fantee forests, and is occasionally found near 
Cape Coast. 


120. PHoOLIDAUGES LEUCOGASTER (Gm.): Sharpe, p. 54. 
This bird is widely distributed over the whole of the Guinea 
Coast, and is of very general occurrence on the Gold Coast, 
It is usually observed in pairs, and occasionally in some num- 
bers. I have seen the low bushes in the vicinity of the town 
SER. 111.—VOL. IV. E 
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of Lagos (on the Slave Coast) tenanted by them in large 
quantities, the brilliant plumage of the male contrasting 
markedly with the sober colouring of the female and the pied 
tints of the immature birds. They were feeding eagerly on 
the berries of a description of “ wait-a-bit” thorn, very abun- 
dant in some localities of the Guinea Coast. 

The male, in full plumage, seen flying low in the bright 
sunlight, is undoubtedly one of the most exquisite birds in 
Africa; and a marked difference in colour is observable among 
even full-plumaged males, some having coppery or golden re- 
flections on the rich puce colour of the feathers, whilst others 
decidedly incline to a deep violet-blue of equal beauty. 

Their habits appear to be similar to the Shining Grackles’ 
in general, and did not present any thing noteworthy to my 
observation. 


121. Lamerocorivs CUPREOCAUDUS (Temm.): Sharpe, p. 55. 

Common in most districts of the Gold Coast, but especially 
on the plains of Accra. It associates in flocks with L. aura- 
tus, and much resembles in its flight and habits our English 
Starling. 

122. LAMPROCOLIUS PORPHYRURUS, Hartl.* 

Tolerably common up the Volta, where it is to be observed 
in small flocks. I have also received it from Fantee and the 
Accra districts. 


123. LAMPROCOLIUS auratus (Gm.): Sharpe, p. 55. 

Large flocks of this brilliantly feathered Grackle are to be 
observed on the plains of Accra, especially at certain seasons, 
when they assemble to feed on berries and seeds, which are 
found in abundance in such localities. They are frequently 
in company with a smaller kind, and are generally difficult of 
approach. 

They are annoying to the sportsman, as they appear to 
warn other game; and I have not unfrequently been dis- 
appointed of a shot at a covey of Francolins by the general 
uprising of the noisy Grackles. They appear to resemble 


[ This new species will be described by Dr, Hartlaub from specimens 
brought by Mr, Ussher.—R. B. 8.] 
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English Starlings in their habits ; and their flight is also rather 
like that of these birds. 


124, Corvus scaputatus, Daud.: Sharpe, p. 57. 

This handsome Crow is widely distributed on the Gold 
Coast, as well as in all parts of Western Africa between Sene- 
gambia and Lagos. He isa very general scavenger, and takes 
the place of our common Carrion-Crow, differing from this 
latter, however, in that he is frequently seen in large num- 
bers. I have often stood, towards sunset, on the low range 
of hillocks bordering the Salt Lake at Accra, and watched them 
flying homewards in a continuous but scattered flock until 
dark. They are by no means shy, but appear to have an 
instinctive knowledge of a gun, like the English Rook. I 
have waited sometimes a considerable time endeavouring to 
get a shot atthem; but although many have appeared coming 
in a straight line towards me, they have invariably diverged 
from their course when within a hundred yards, and kept a 
safe distance between us. Under ordinary circumstances, 
when not alarmed, they will permit of a close approach, 
especially if alone. 


125. PicaTHARTES GYMNOCEPHALUS (Temm.): Sharpe, p.57. 
(Plate IT.) 

Three of these singular birds were collected by me during 
my last sojourn on the Gold Coast. The skins all came from 
Denkera, and were in very good preservation. They had not 
been before brought to Cape Coast, and are said to be rare. 

I could not obtain much information as to their habits, 
Aubinn, who brought me the skins, affirms that they are 
found in rocky forest-grounds, generally in the neighbourhood 
of streams, that they build amongst rocks, and that they 
feed on fresh-water shell-fish, snails, and reptiles. This state- 
ment, however, I cannot vouch for personally. 

The young bird and the egg here figured along with the 
adult (Plate II.) were procured by Mr. Aubinn in Denkera, 
and are now in the British Museum. 


126. HypHantornis castaneorusca (Less.): Sharpe, p. 59, 
Very common in Fantee, especially round Cape Coast, 
FR 
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They are invariably found in grassy swampy places, and are 
particularly fond of the bamboos or canes, whence their nests 
may be seen depending in hundreds. ‘They are very sociable, 
and are occasionally captured as cage-birds. 


127. HyPHANTORNIS BRACHYPTERA (Sw.): Sharpe, p. 59. 
Frequently observed on the Volta and in the eastern dis- 
tricts along with other Weavers. 


128. HyPHANTORNIS PERSONATA (V.): Sharpe, p. 59. 
This little Weaverbird was tolerably common on the Volta, 
where I noticed it in flocks. 


129. HYPHANTORNIS TEXTOR (Gm.): Sharpe, p. 59. 

This bird is everywhere common. They are very grega- 
rious, and build their nests in great quantities on cocoa-nut 
palms and silk-cotton trees (Bombax ceiba). They are very 
good eating. 


130. MALIMBUS cristatus (V.): Sharpe, p. 60. 
From Denkera. 


131. MALIMBUS BUFOVELATUS (Fras.): Sharpe, p. 60. 

From Denkera. 

132. MALIMBUS nitens (Gray): Sharpe, p. 60. 

I have received this bird mostly from Denkera, but have 
shot it myself at Abrobonko, near Cape Coast. 

133. MALIMBUS scutatus (Cass.): Sharpe, p. 60. 

Only from Denkera. 

134. MALIMBUS NIGERRIMUS (V.): Sharpe, p. 60. 

This species is decidedly scarce in Fantee. 

135. NIGRITA UROPYGIALIS, Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, p. 384, 
pl. xi. fig. 2. 

Though not absolutely so common as N. emilia, this species 
is still not rare, Aubinn having procured me several specimens. 

136. Nierita EMILIE, Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, p. 384, pl. xi. 
fig. 1. 

Very common in Fantee, noticed also on the Volta. 

137. Nierira Bicotor, Hartl.: Sharpe, p. 61. 

I procured this bird on the Volta, and have found it in 
other parts of Fantee. 
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138. EurLtectEs FLAMMICEPS (Sw.): Sharpe, p. 62. 

Widely distributed over the Gold Coast with FB. franciscanus. 

In the rainy season, from May until August, these birds 
assume the full splendour of their plumage, and affect tall 
grassy spots near swamps, where they may be seen dotting the 
long grass like rubies. 

In the dry season they are no longer to be distinguished, 
and probably assume a dull plumage, like the female. I have 
seen specimens evidently in a state of transition. 

E. franciscanus. The above notes also apply to this species. 


139. KuPLECTES arer (Lath.}: Sharpe, p. 62. 

Seen at times in large flocks, swamps being preferred by 
them. The males are very beautiful in their full plumage, 
and when rising from the ground present a most brilliant 
appearance. 


140. PentHETRIA MACRURA (Gm.)}: Sharpe, p. 63. 

Extremely common on the Gold Coast and in other parts 
of West Africa, Its habits much resemble those of Vidua 
principalis; anditis frequently seen with that bird and other 
Finches in grassy places. 


141. Vipua PRINCIPALIS (L.): Sharpe, p. 63. 

Very numerous over the whole Guinea Coast. It is not 
very sociable as regards its own species, but very fond of at- 
taching itself to the large flocks of small Finches and Bengalis 
which abound in the fields of cassava and maize at certain 
seasons of the year. 

Its long tail-feathers give ita peculiar appearance in flight, 


142. SPERMESTES CUCULLATA, Sw.: Sharpe, p. 64. 

Exceedingly common on the west coast, where large flocks 
of them, in company with other Bengalis and Finches, rise 
when disturbed from the long grass, on the seeds of which 
they are very fond of feeding. They are captured in some 
quantities by the natives on various parts of the coast, espe- 
cially at the Gambia and in the French settlements in Senegal, 
whence they are exported with many other varicties of Finch, 
to Europe. 
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143. SPERMESTES BICOLOR (Fras.): Sharpe, p. 64. 
Not quite so common as S. cucullata and others, but of 
frequent occurrence on the Gold Coast. 


144, Laconosticta RUFOPICTA (Fras.): Sharpe, p. 66. 

This pretty little Bengali is one of the commonest birds on 
the west coast of Africa. It is extremely tame, frequenting 
the vicinity of houses, and hopping about the yards with the 
confidence of the common House-Sparrow of England. ‘The 
males in full plumage are extremely pretty. 

They build in low grass, on the seeds of which they also 


feed, and are gregarious; in the bush they will associate in 
flocks with other Bengalis. 


145. SPERMOSPIZA HEMATINA (V.): Sharpe, p. 68. 
Scarce. Procured by Aubinn in Denkera. 


146. PYRENESTES CAPITALBUS, Temm.: Sharpe, p. 68. 

This bird is not common on the Gold Coast, although Au- 
binn obtained it for me once or twice. Captain Haynes also 
collected one or two specimens near Cape Coast and Accra. 


147. Macronyx crocevs (V.): Sharpe, p. 73. 

This handsome Lark is tolerably common in all parts of the 
Gold Coast, and in many other parts of West Africa. It is 
always to be obtained in open grassy spaces, and is almost 
invariably in pairs. 

The male appears very fond of the female; and while the 
latter remains on the ground the male will take short flights 
or “soars” above her. 

They will frequently perch on bushes, especially if disturbed ; 
but, as a rule, they prefer marshy or grassy ground. 


148. Treron catva (Temm.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, p. 194. 

Appears on the Gold Coast in large flocks at certain seasons 
of the year; I have generally observed it from January to 
March. | 

They are very destructive, and are also much shot for food. 
I have also seen them in large numbers in the mangrove- 


forests bordering the creeks around Sierra Leone and the 
Lagos Lagoons. 5 
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149. TURTUR SENEGALENSIS (L.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 73. 

This Dove is common in the eastern districts of the Gold 
Coast, and seems especially fond of the immediate vicinity of 
houses or villages. All those shot by me were obtained among 
the houses of Christiansborg and in the ruins of the fort, 
where they appear to build in some numbers. They are also 
to be met with near the little villages of the interior eastern 
districts ; but I have not seen them in Fantee. 


150. PERISTERA PUELLA, Schl.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, p. 387. 

All the specimens of this Dove which I have received were 
brought from Denkera by Aubinn. It appears to be common 
in the interior forests of Fantee. 


151. Numipa MELEAGRIS, L.: Hartl. p. 199. 

Exists in some numbers in Fantee and the eastern districts 
in a wild state, but is difficult to fiush ; near the settlements 
itis rare. On the Volta they were more easily obtained. They 
present many varieties when domesticated, from pure white 
to the normal colour. I have seen a company of seven white 
Guinea-fowls at Cape Coast in the yard of a native tenement. 


152. NUMIDA cristata, Pall.: Hartl. p. 199. 

N. plumifera, Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 73 (lapsu calami). 

This fine Guinea-fowl is not uncommon upon the Gold 
Coast, where I have seen several specimens. They are found 
in the vicinity of Winebah, and on the interior plains of Accra. 

I have had them alive in confinement; and they appear to 
thrive well, and could probably be domesticated. But they 
are a great nuisance amongst other birds, especially as regards 
their congener N. meleagris, as they are of a pugnacious dis- 
position, and are always vindictively disposed towards the 
tamer species. 


153. FRANCOLINUS LATHAMI, Hartl.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, 
p. 387. 

This pretty Francolin appears to be common in the interior 
of Fantee; but I have never seen them alive. All the speci- 
mens collected by me were obtained from Aubinn. They lay 
from eight to ten eggs of a light pink colour. 
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154. Franco.inus BICALCARATUS (L.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, 

73. 

Common all over the Gold Coast. On the plains of Accra 
especially they abound, and are found in coveys of from four 
or five to a dozen. They frequent cassava-plantations, and 
do much damage to the yous plants, as also to ground-nuts 
and maize. 

Towards sunset the loud cry of the male bird is heard, and 
he can be observed, generally stationed in a commanding po- 
sition on the top of an ant-hill or low tree, calling together his 
family. 

They are fine birds, and afford good sport, as well as ex- 
cellent food for the table. Unless killed dead, they generally 
manage to drag themselves through the grass, and are almost 
impossible to find; and as they are very strong on the wing, 
not more than fifty per cent. of those killed can generally be 
brought to bag. 


155. Huproporis MELANOGASTRA (Riipp.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, 
p. 73. 

This Bustard is distributed widely over the eastern districts 
and plains of Accra. It is, like most of its race, an exceed- 
ingly shy bird, and when once aware of the sportsman is im- 
possible to approach. I have marked them down in low short 
grass, where it has appeared impossible for them to pitch 
without being seen, but have never yet succeeded in getting 
the bird to rise, as it will either crouch or run with its head 
down with incredible speed, and perhaps regain its original 
place of rest. They are frequently surprisetl, however, in 
long grass by approaching them up wind, and when on the 
wing present a very easy shot. 

They are a most excellent bird for the table, and conse- 
quently much prized; and the “ Bush-Turkey,” as it is called 
by the settlers, is always a welcome present. The meat pos- 
sesses a peculiarity in common, I believe, with some other 
game birds, viz. that it is brown on the breast, while the flesh 
of the thighs is white, like that of a chicken. 


Ornithology of the Gold Coast. 73 


156. GuaREOLA PRATINCOLA (L.): Hartl. p. 210. 

This bird is not uncommon in the salt lakes and lagoons 
extending between Accra and the river Volta along the sea- 
line. It is gregarious, being generally found in small com- 
panies of from ten to twenty. It is, however, in common 
with many other water-birds and wild-fowl, becoming much 
rarer, especially in the neighbourhood of the settlements. 


157. GLAREOLA CINEREA, Fras.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 487. 

This pretty Pratincole was not uncommon on the Volta. 

There were generally two or three together; but they were 
some little distance apart from each other, appearing to select 
independent bits of ground for feeding, although they would 
rise simultaneously and fly in the same direction. 

They run with great rapidity, and almost always affect large 
open sandbanks, which makes them difficult of approach. 


158. BALEARICA pavonina (L.): Hartl. p. 218. 

I have observed one or two specimens of this Crane up the 
river Volta; but it is by no means common. In other dis- 
tricts, as on the rivers Gambia and Niger, it is of frequent 
occurrence, and is easily domesticated, forming a very beau- 
tiful addition to the grounds of the houses of the settlers. 


159. Nycricorax eriseus (L.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 74. 
Common on Winebah River; not observed elsewhere. 


160. BUTORIDES ATRICAPILLA (Afzel.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, 
p. 194. 

Exceedingly common along lagoons and about the roots of 
the mangrove-trees, where it may be seen at low tide running 
along the mud with its crouching gait. It is not a shy bird, 
and is rarely molested by the natives. Its food consists of 
small crabs and other shell-fish, beetles, and a small fish called 
the “jumping fish,” which collects in numbers on the man- 
grove-mud, and propels itself with its fins or flappers at some 
pace when disturbed. 

161. PLATALEA Tenvurrostris, Temm.: Hartl. p. 226. 

I have every reason to believe that this bird frequents the 
Gold Coast, as natives have described it to me. 
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I have shot it near Sierra Leone, in Yawry Bay, at the 
mouth of Campbell-Town Creek, where I observed it in con- 
siderable numbers, in company with a large flock of Pelicans. 
Both descriptions of birds had their eggs on a large solitary 
rock about one mile from the land; and the islet was abso- 
lutely covered with them. 


162. Numenius PHAOPUS (L.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 74. 


163. NUMENIUS arcuatus (L.): Sharpe, l. c. 

A very common bird along the Gold Coast, and, indeed, 
apparently in all parts of West Africa. It differs in no wise 
in its habits from the European bird, and is wary and difficult 
of approach. N. pheopus is not perhaps so common, how- 
ever, on the Gold Coast as N. arcuatus; and this remark 
applies to the whole coast from the Gambia to Lagos. In 
the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, however, I have noticed 
it more frequently. 


164. Toranus CALIDRIS, Bechst.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 74. 
Tolerably common on the Gold Coast and at the mouths of 
the rivers in Western Africa. 


165. Parra AFRICANA (Gm.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, p. 388. 

In inland ponds and waters this pretty bird can almost 
always be observed. It prefers still reaches of river and quiet 
waters covered with water-plants, over which it rans with 
astonishing rapidity in search of prey. 

Its flight is slow and heavy; andit never flies further than 
across the river, or, if disturbed, to the nearest shelter. 

They are frequently to be observed in considerable num- 
bers, and appear to be very sociable. 


166. RALLUS OCULEUS (Temm.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1869, p. 195. 
This bird was brought to me from the interior by Aubinn. 


167. NETTAPUS MADAGASCARIENSIS (Gm.): Hartl. p. 247. 

1 believe that this bird is found on the Volta, as I once 
noticed a small flock of very small Duck-like birds which ap- 
peared to answer to its description, in the higher reaches of 
the river. In the neighbourhood of Lagos, and in the lagoons 
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near the settlements of Palma and Leckie, they are tolerably 
common and frequently shot for food. 


168. PROCELLARIA PELAGICA, L.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1872, p. 74. 

169. ProcELLARIA OCEANICA, Kuhl: Id. l c. p. 74. 

Both these Petrels were brought to me by children, cap- 
tured on the sea-shore near Cape-Coast Castle. 


170. Ruyncnors TLAVIROSTRIS, V.: Shelley, B. Egypt, 
p. 802, pl. xiv.’ 
One specimen of this bird was shot by me some years ago 


in the lagoons near Lagos. I have also noticed them on the 
Volta. 


VI.—Notes on the Synonymy of some Indian and Persian 
Birds, with Descriptions of two new Species from Persia. 
By W. T. Branrorp, F.G.S., C.M.Z.S., &c. 


Durine a critical examination of the large collections of birds 
made by Major St. John and myself in Persia, I have had 
occasion to compare together several European, Asiatic, and 
African species. Recently I have, in company with Mr. 
Dresser, examined all Hemprich and Ehrenberg’s types, and 
several of Lichtenstein’s, in the Berlin museum; and I have 
also visited the Senkenbergian museum at Frankfort for the 
purpose of comparing some of Ruppell’s typical specimens. 
The results of our joint examination of Hemprich and Ehren- 
berg’s types will appear separately; but as I have, indepen- 
dently of that examination, been able to identify several In- 
dian and Persian birds with European or African forms, I think 
it may be interesting to give some of the principal results, 
reserving all details for a fuller account, which I hope here- 
after to be able to publish, of the Persian fauna. 

The identifications made are chiefly amongst the Warblers 
and their allies; and the following are the most important. 
The oldest specific name is given in larger type in every case. 

1. Crateropus salvadorii, De F. 1865 = Malacocercus nurt- 
TONI, Blyth, 1847, = Chatorhea caudata (partim), Jerdon. It 
is a true Crateropus, as are also Chatorhea (or Malacocercus) 
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